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WECA
(BCC, BANES & SGC) -

Spatial Development Strategy

- From Summer 2025: Stage 1  - SDS initiation 
and scoping, including: commissioning evidence 
base; establishing working groups and wider 
governance; and initial stakeholder engagement
- Summer/Autumn 2026: Stage 2 - Initial public 
engagement on a vision for the SDS
- Summer/Autumn/2027: Stage 3 - Publication 
of draft SDS and public consultation
- Throughout 2028: Stage 4 - Submission of the 
plan and examination
- Spring 2029: Stage 5 - Adoption

Stage 1 SDS initiation and scoping work 
ongoing.

Initial public engagement on the SDS vision 
is scheduled for Summer/Autumn 2026. N/A N/A

Bristol City

Core Strategy (2011)
Site Allocations and Development 
Management Policies (2014)
Bristol Central Area Plan (2015)
West of England Joint Waste Core Strategy 
(2011)

Bristol Local Plan

- April 2024: Submission to the Secretary of 
State for examination
- February-April 2025: Examination hearing 
sessions

The Draft Local Plan was submitted to the 
Secretary of State on 25 April 2024 for 
examination and has been subject to hearing 
sessions between February-March 2025. 
Responses have since been issued by the 
Council to matters raised in the hearing 
sessions.

Adoption of the new local plan anticipated 
following resolution of the matters raised in 
the examination hearings raised by the 
Inspector.

3.7 2.45 (S62A application position)

Bath and 
North East Somerset

Core Strategy (2014)
Placemaking Plan (2017)
Local Plan Partial Update (2023)
Joint Waste Core Strategy DPD (2011)

New Local Plan

- October/November 2025: Options consultation 
(Reg 18)
- May-July 2026: Publication draft local plan 
(Reg 19) for consultation
- October 2026: Submission to Secretary of 
State (Reg 22)
- January-March 2027: Examination hearings 
period
- September/October 2027: Adoption

Consultation on the Local Plan Options 
document between 3rd October to 14th 
November 2025.

Following consultation on the Local Plan 
Options document, responses will be 
reviewed by the Council and further evidence 
base work undertaken to inform the draft 
plan.  

2.5 N/A

South Gloucestershire
- Core Strategy (2013)
- Policies, Sites and Places Plan (2017)
- Joint Waste Core Strategy (2011)

New Local Plan

- October 2022: Confirmation of the intent and 
commitment for South Gloucestershire Council 
to prepare a new Local Plan
- December 2023 - February 2024: Local Plan 
Phase 3 Consultation (Reg 18)
- July 2024 - September 2024: Additional 
informal draft local plan consultation (Reg 18)
- February 2025: Local Plan Publication draft 
(Reg 19)
- October 2025: Submission of the plan to the 
Secretary of State (Reg 22)
- March - September 2026: Examination 
Hearings Period (Reg 24)
- October 2026: Inspector's Report (Reg 25)
- December 2026: Adoption of the Plan (Reg 
26)

Consultation on the draft local plan (Reg 19) 
took place between February-April 2025.  
The Council is now in position of finalising the 
draft plan and supporting evidence base for 
submission to the Secretary of State for 
examination.  

Submission of the plan to the Secretary of 
State for Examination expected in October 
2025.

4.41 3.97-4.36

SOUTH WEST ENGLAND - LOCAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN MONITOR

Local Authority

Former Avon

Emerging Local Plan
Current Development Scheme

Housing Land Supply (Years)
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North Somerset

Core Strategy (2012)
Sites and Policies plan part 1 (2016)
Sites and Policies plan part 2 (2018)
West of England Joint Waste Core Strategy 
(2011)

New Local Plan

- March 2020: Pre-Commencement Document
- July-September 2020: Issues and Options 
(Reg 18) Challenges consultation
- November-December 2020: Issues and 
Options (Reg 18) choices consultation
- March/April 2020: Consultation on draft plan 
(Reg 18)
November/December 2023: Consultation on pre-
submission plan (Reg 19)
- July 2024: Approval of revised Reg 19 with 
new plan period
- January/February 2025: Interim consultation 
on additional sites to meet new housing 
requirement
- June 2025: Consultation on pre-submission 
plan 2040 (Reg 19)
- October 2025: Submission to Secretary of 
State (Reg 22)
- February 2026: Examination hearings period 
(Reg 24)
- June 2026: Inspector's Report (Reg 25)
- November 2026: Adoption (Reg 26)

The Local Plan timeline has been subject to 
delays, largely owing to the 2024 NPPF 
update. Most recently, consultation has taken 
place on additional housing sites in response 
to the increase in the housing requirement for 
North Somerset in early 2025.

Consultation on the updated draft local plan 
(Reg 19). This will be a six week consultation 
scheduled for w/c 27 October to w/c 8 
December 2025.

3.88 2.79-3.88

Cheltenham
Joint Core Strategy (2017)
The Cheltenham Plan (2020)
Local Plan (2006) Saved Policies

2.69 N/A

Gloucester

Joint Core Strategy (2017)
Gloucester City Plan (2023)
City of Gloucester Local Plan saved policies 
(1983)

2.9 N/A

Tewkesbury (North 
Gloucestershire)

Joint Core Strategy (2017)
Tewksbury Borough Plan 2011 to 2031 
(2022)

3.65 3.14

Stroud Local Plan 2031 (2015)

Stroud District Local Plan Review:
- May 2021: Pre-submission draft plan
- October 2021: Submission to the Secretary of 
State
- October 2022: Additional technical evidence 
consultation
- 2023-2024: Continuation of Local Plan 
examination
- Adoption to follow examination

The Local Plan timeline has been subject a 
number of delays. The Local Plan was 
submitted for examination with hearing 
sessions taking place in March-July 2023. 
Concerns were raised by the Planning 
Inspectors who recommended that the plan 
be withdrawn, most recently in April 2025. 
The Council responded in July 2025 
requesting that examination hearing sessions 
are reopened with provision of updated 
evidence. The latest update from the 
Examination Programme Officer (August 
2025) is that the Inspectors are considering 
this correspondence.

Response expected on the conclusion of the 
local plan examination, following Inspectors' 
recommendations for this to be withdrawn.

The Council's June 2025 Local Development 
Scheme sets out indicative timescales for 
work on the new Local Plan, to commence in 
Spring 2026 with evidence gathering. 

3.24 4.33

Gloucestershire
The Cheltenham, Gloucester and Tewkesbury 
Strategic and Local Plan:
- February 2025-April 2026: Evidence gathering, 
plan-preparation and community and 
stakeholder engagement (Reg 18)
- May-July 2026: Council approvals for the pre-
submission SLP (Reg 19)
- August-September 2026: Consultation on pre-
submission SLP (Reg 19)
- October-November 2026: Submission to the 
Secretary of State (Reg 22)
- Programme for examination hearings and 
adoption to follow submission.

Consultation took place between January-
March 2024 on the Cheltenham, Gloucester 
and Tewkesbury Joint  Strategic and Local 
Plan Spatial Options and Key Policy Areas. 
The Council are in the process of reviewing 
responses and evidence base work

Further Reg 18 consultation expected on the 
Preferred Options (timeline tbc) ahead of the 
Reg 19 pre-submission SLP consultation 
expected May-July 2026
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Forest of Dean

Core Strategy (2012)
Allocations plan (2018)
Cinderford Northern Quarter Area Action 
Plan (2008)

New Local Plan

- Autumn 2019: Issues and options consultation
- Winter 2021 & Autumn 2022: Preferred 
options consultation
- Summer 2024: Draft Plan consultation
- Summer 2025: Revised Strategy and 
Preferred Options consultation
- Winter 2025: Revised Draft Plan consultation
- Summer 2026: Draft Local Plan consultation
- Autumn 2026: Submission of the plan
- Winter 2026/27: Examination and Main 
Modifications
- Spring 2027: Adoption

Review of responses to the Local Plan 
Options consultation on delivering additional 
housing requirements. Consultation on the 
consultation ended in September 2025.

Reg 18 consultation scheduled for Winter 
2025 on the revised Draft Plan. This will set 
out the Council's preferred strategy for 
accommodating future growth.

3.32 1.81-1.93

Cotswold Local Plan 2011 to 2031 (2018)

New Cotswold  Local Plan

- Autumn 2025: Preferred Options consultation 
(Reg 18)
- Winter/Spring 2026: Technical Documents 
consultation (Reg 18)
- Summer 2026: Draft Local Plan consultation 
(Reg 19)
- Winter 2026: Submission of the plan
- Spring 2027: Examination
- Winter 2027: Adoption

In July 2025 the Council resolved to merge 
the two ongoing Local Plan projects into a 
single comprehensive full local plan update 
comprising. This was formerly separated in 
to: 1) the partial update of the adopted Local 
Plan 2011-2031; and 2) the Development 
Strategy and Site Allocations Plan. 

This has resulted in previous work being 
combined with the Local Plan Review 
Preferred Options now being prepared.

Consultation on the Local Plan Review 
Preferred Options (Reg 18) is scheduled to 
take place November-December 2025. 

1.8 N/A

Former Mendip (East)
Local Plan Part I (2014)
Local Plan Part II (2021)
Local Plan Part II Limited Update (2025)

2.26

Former Sedgemoor (North)
Local Plan (2011 - 2032) (2019) 4.72

Former South Somerset (South)
South Somerset 2006 - 2028 (2015) 2.06

Wiltshire

Wiltshire Core Strategy (2015)
Saved Policies (2011)
Chippenham Site Allocations Plan (2017)
Minerals and Waste (2009)
Wiltshire Housing Site Allocations Plan 
(2020)

Local Plan Review

- Q4 2024: Submission for examination
- Q1 2025-Q2 2026: Examination process
- Q2 2026: Adoption of new local plan

Local plan submitted for examination in late 
November 2024. Focussed hearing sessions 
took place in June 2025. 

Stage 2 examination hearings to take place 
between November 2025 and March 2026. 2.42 N/A

Somerset

Wiltshire

Somerset Council

Former Somerset West and Taunton 
(West)
West Somerset District Local Plan saved 
policies (2006)
Taunton Deane Core Strategy 2011 - 2028 
(2012)
West Somerset Local Plan to 2032 (2016)
Taunton town centre area action plan (2008)
Site allocations and development 
management plan 2028 (2016)
Taunton Deane Local Plan 2004 - saved 
policies (2004)

Local Development Scheme (October 2023)

Somerset Local Plan

- April 2023: Commencement
- April 2023 - December 2025: Evidence 
gathering and early engagement
- April 2026: Regulation 18 consultation on Draft 
Plan
- October 2027: Regulation 19 publication
- January 2028: Submission for examination
- February 2029: Inspector's report
- March 2029: Adoption

Publication of a Reg 18 plan for consultation 
expected in April 2026. N/A

The Council held a 'Call for Sites' from 
January to February 2025 inviting 
submissions for land to be developed.

The Council is in the process of carrying out 
work to support the evidence base, including 
review of call for sites submissions, ahead of 
publication of a Reg 18 plan for consultation. 

SW: 4.1
T: 3.14
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Swindon Swindon Local Plan 2026 (2015)
Swindon Central Area Action Plan (2009)

Swindon Borough New Local Plan

- Commence Summer 2025: Public consultation 
on new local plan - scope, issues and preferred 
options
- Commence Spring 2026: Public consultation 
on pre-submission plan
- Autumn 2026: Submission to the Secretary of 
State
- Spring 2027: Examination
- Autumn 2027: Inspector's report
- December 2027: Adoption

Consultation on the Reg 18 plan between 
September and October 2025.

Responses to the options consultation to be 
reviewed with further work on the plan to be 
undertaken ahead of consultation on the Reg 
19 pre-submission plan in Spring 2026.

4.9 N/A

BCP (Bournemouth, Christchurch 
& Poole)

Bournemouth Core Strategy (2012)
Christchurch Core Strategy (2014)
Poole Local Plan (2018)
Joint BCP Minerals and Waste Plans

BCP Local Plan

- June 2025: Commence evidence gathering
- August 2025-April 2026: Early engagement
- August 2026-October 2026: Options 
consultation
- September 2027-November 2027: Draft plan 
consultation
- April 2028-September 2028: Examination
- October 2028: Adoption

The Council submitted the draft Local Plan in 
June 2024. Inspectors raised concerns over 
a failure to meet the Duty to Cooperate, 
leading the Council to formally withdraw the 
Local Plan in June 2025. The Council is now 
in early stages of evidence gathering and 
early engagement following reset of the local 
plan timeline.

Consultation on the local plan options 
scheduled for August 2026. 2.1 N/A

Dorset

- Christchurch and East Dorset Local Plan 
Part 1: Core Strategy (2014)
- East Dorset Local Plan (2002): Saved 
policies only
- North Dorset Local Plan Part 1 (2016)
- North Dorset District-Wide Local Plan 
(2003): Saved policies only
- Purbeck Local Plan (2024)
- Swanage Local Plan (2017)
- West Dorset, Weymouth and Portland 
Local Plan (2015)

Dorset Council Local Plan

- September 2025: Scoping and early 
engagement
- November 2025: Sustainability appraisal 
scoping report
- November 2025: Project initiation document 
and gateway 1 assessment
- May 2026: Visioning and strategy engagement 
(8 weeks)
- December 2026: Gateway 2 assessment
- March 2027: Draft plan engagement (6 weeks)
- October 2027: Gateway 3 assessment
- November 2027: Examination
- May 2028: Adoption 

The Council have published the Local Plan 
Options Consultation document, which is 
open for public consultation between 18 
August and 13 October 2025. 

Review of responses to the Options 
Consultation and further gateway 
assessment. 

5.02 N/A

Exeter

Exeter City Council Core Strategy 2026 
(2012)
Exeter Local Plan First Review saved 
policies

Exeter Plan (2020 - 2040)

- September 2021: Issues consultation
- September 2022: Outline draft plan 
consultation
- October 2023: Draft Plan Consultation (Reg 
18)
- December 2024 - February 2025: Publication 
(Reg 19)
- September 2025: Submit for Examination
- March/April 2026: Examination
- March 2027: Adoption               

The Council submitted the Exeter Plan to the 
Planning Inspectorate in September 2025.

Local plan examination timeline and hearing 
dates expected to be in March/April 2026. 4.32 N/A

Dorset

Devon
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East Devon
East Devon Local Plan 2013-2031 (2016)
The Cranbrook Plan (2022)
East Devon Villages Plan (2018)

East Devon Local Plan (2020 - 2042)

- January 2021: Issues Consultation
-  November 2022-January 2023: Draft Plan 
consultation                                                           
- May/June 2024: Further Local Plan Draft 
Consultation
-  December 2024/January 2025: Publication
- Autumn 2025: Submission to the Secretary of 
State
- Late 2025/Early 2026: Inspector's Hearings
- Late 2026/Early 2027: Adoption

Following the publication and further 
consultation of the local plan, the Council will 
be submitting the local plan to the Secretary 
of State in Autumn 2025.

Following the submission of the local plan to 
the Secretary of State, the local plan will 
undergo examination and hearings which are 
expected to commence Late 
2025/Early2026.

2.79 2.7

Mid Devon Mid Devon Local Plan 2013 - 2033 (2020)

Plan Mid Devon

- August-November 2025: Notice of plan-making
- December 2025: Gateway check with Planning 
Inspectorate
- March–April 2026: Proposed submission draft 
plan consultation
- December 2026: Gateway check with Planning 
Inspectorate                                                          
- February-March 2027: Proposed submission 
draft plan consultation
-  December 2027 – May 2028: Examination
- June 2028: Adoption

On 4th March 2025, the Local Development 
Scheme outlining the timetable and 
progression of the local plan was approved 
by the Council. 

In December 2025, the local plan will begin a 
gateway check with the Planning 
Inspectorate.

4.79 N/A

North Devon 4.86 N/A

Torridge 4.86 N/A

West Devon 2.53 N/A

South Hams 2.53 N/A

Plymouth 2.53 N/A

Plymouth and South West Devon Joint Local 
Plan 2014 - 2034 (2019)
The Plymouth Plan 2014-2034 (2021)

West Devon & South Hams Emerging Joint 
Local Plan

- September 2025-January 2026: Scoping
- February-July 2026: Strategy development
- August 2026-May 2027: Evidence gathering 
and drafting the plan
- June-December 2027: Submission
- January-June 2028: Examination
- July 2028: Adoption   
                                                                              
Plymouth City Council Emerging Local Plan

- January 2026-April 2026: Scoping
- May-December 2026: Strategy development
- January-November 2027: Evidence gathering 
and drafting the plan
- December 2027-March 2028: Submission
- April-September 2028: Examination
- October 2028: Adoption  

The Joint Local Plan (JLP) Partnership Board 
issued a statement on 24th January 2025 
stating the future of the JLP. In this statement 
it was announced that the next iteration of the 
local plan will not be one covering Plymouth, 
South Hams and West Devon instead 
Plymouth City Council will work on a new 
local plan based on the city's administrative 
boundaries.

The emerging Weston Devon & South Hams 
Joint Local Plan and the Plymouth Local Plan 
are both in very early stages.

Scoping work to take place September 2025-
January 2026 for the West Devon & South 
Hams Joint Plan and between January 2026-
April2026 for the Plymouth Local Plan

North Devon and Torridge Local Plan (2018)

New North Devon and Torridge Local Plan

- October 2025: Notice of plan-making
- February 2026: Gateway 1
- February 2026-December 2027: Evidence 
gathering, drafting the plan and Gateway 2, 
public consultation and submission
- January 2028: Gateway 3
- January-June 2028: Examination
- July 2028: Adoption

Preliminary stages of the plan-making 
process, early participation and scoping is 
ongoing.

A formal notice of plan-making is expected to 
be submitted October 2025.
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Teignbridge Local Plan 2013 - 2033 (2019)

2020-2040 Draft Local Plan Review

- March-July 2020: Draft Local Plan Review 
available for consultation
- June-August 2021: Site Options Consultation
- November 2021-January 2022: Renewable 
Energy, Gypsy & Travellers and Residential 
Sites Options Consultation
- January 2023: Draft Plan Consultation 
Regulation 19 Proposed Submission
- November 2023: Regulation 19 Addendum to 
the Proposed Submission Plan
- February 2024: Regulation 22 Submission
- June 2024: Regulation 23-25 Examination in 
Public
- November 2024: Regulation 26 Adopt Plan

The local plan was submitted to the Secretary 
of State in March 2024 for examination, 
which is still ongoing. Hearing sessions took 
place between September and November 
2024. Most recently, consultation took place 
on modifications to the plan from 30 July to 1 
October 2025.

All representations from the consultation on 
modifications will be made available on 
examination webpages. The consultations 
will be passed onto the Planning Inspectors 
which they will produce a report on the 
soundness and compliance of the plan.

5.1 N/A

Torbay Local Plan 2012-2030 (2015)

Local Plan Update

- January 2022: Consultation on Local Plan 
growth options
- October 2022: Consultation on Local Plan 
housing sites and policies
- February-September 2025: Drafting the local 
plan, with policies including affordable housing, 
tourism investment areas etc
- October-December 2025: Public Consultation
- December 2026: Submission to the Secretary 
of State
- April 2027: Adoption

Since February 2025, consultations on draft 
policies have been ongoing with the Council 
working to finalised the draft local plan.

Draft local plan to be taken to Cabinet for 
approval to consult on the plan prior to 
submission for examination

2.17 1.72

Cornwall

Local Plan 2030 (2016)
Former District/Borough Councils saved 
policies
Site Allocations DPD (2019)
Climate Emergency DPD (adopted February 
2023)

A detailed timetable for a new local plan has not 
yet been published. At this stage, the Council's 
Local Development Scheme (December 2024) 
sets out that, as a consequence of the Levelling 
Up and Regeneration Act, and associated 
transitional arrangements, the Council cannot 
practically formally commence a new Local Plan 
until at least the end of 2025/ early 2026.

The Council will use the period up to the end 
of 2025 to assemble an appropriate evidence 
base and create a public record of progress 
and intent for the new plan.

The Council has published an Interim Policy 
Position Statement to identify which adopted 
policies still apply with the presumption in 
favour of sustainable development of the new 
NPPF

Detailed timetable for key target milestones 
for the emerging local plan to be published 
late 2025/ early 2026.

3.9 3.8

Isles of Scilly Local Plan (2015 - 2030) (2021)

Local Plan Review

-  Q2-Q3 2025/26: Regulation 18 Issues and 
Options Consultation
- Q1-Q2 2026/27: Regulation 19 Draft Plan 
Consultation
- Q4 2026/27 - Q1 2027/28: Pre-submission 
Public Consultation
- Q2-Q3 2027/28: Submission for Examination
- Q3-Q4 2027/28: Examination
- Q4 2027/28: Adoption

Ongoing stakeholder engagement and 
evidence gathering. Work has progressed 
with a review of the conservation area with a 
view to revising the conservation area 
boundaries and potentially splitting up into 
island-specific conservation areas. 

Consultation on the Issues and Options for 
the new local plan is scheduled for Q2-Q3 
2025/26.  

N/A N/A

Cornwall


